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University Education

1994-1998

1998-1999

2002-2009

Georg-August-Universitdt Gottingen: state examination in Greek (Graecum);
Zwischenpriifung in Indologie and Tibetologie, Vorpriifung in Allgemeine und
indogermanische Sprachwissenschaft

School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London: Master of Arts
with distinction (Sanskrit Literature, Nepali Language, and Buddhism: History
and Doctrines; dissertation topic: “Word Order Stylistics of Dandin’s Dasaku-
maracarita”)

University of Washington, Seattle: Doctor of Philosophy (Asian Languages and
Literature; dissertation topic: “A Gandhari Commentary on Early Buddhist
Verses: British Library Kharosthi Fragments 7, 9, 13 and 18”)

Academic Employment

1997-1998
2000-2002

2002

2006-2007

2007-2010

2010
2010-2011

2011

2011-2012

2012-

Research Assistant, Gottingen Academy of Sciences and Humanities

Teaching Assistant (Undervisningsassistent) and Lecturer (Ekstern Lektor), Asia
Institute, University of Copenhagen

Research Fellow, Centre for Advanced Study, Norwegian Academy of Science
and Letters

Teaching Associate, Department of Asian Languages and Literature, University
of Washington

Research Associate, Department of Asian Languages and Literature, University
of Washington

Research Fellow (If%£ &), Graduate School of Literature, Bukkyo University

Research Fellow and Lecturer, Group in Buddhist Studies, University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley

Researcher (Onderzoeker), School of Asian Studies, Leiden University Institute
for Area Studies

Visiting Professor, Department of South and Southeast Asian Studies and Group
in Buddhist Studies, University of California, Berkeley

Lead Researcher (Arbeitsstellenleiter), Buddhist Manuscripts from Gandhara,
Bavarian Academy of Sciences and Humanities



Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter, Institute for Indian and Tibetan Studies, Univer-
sity of Munich

Grants and Awards

1998-1999

2001

2002-2004

2002-2006

2006

2007

2007-2010

2008

2010

2011
2011-2013

2012-

2015-2017

2020

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst, M.A. scholarship to attend the School
of Oriental and African Studies, University of London

Julie von Miillens Fond, research grant for editorial work on Buddhist manu-
scripts

Department of Asian Languages and Literature, University of Washington,
Recruitment Fellowship

Danish Research Agency, Ph.D. scholarship to attend the University of Wash-
ington

Department of Asian Languages and Literature, University of Washington,
Turrell V. Wylie Memorial Award

Walter Chapin Simpson Center for the Humanities, University of Washington,
dissertation research fellowship

Division of Preservation and Access, National Endowment for the Humanities,
research grant for Gandhari lexicography (with Richard Salomon and Andrew
Glass)

Graduate School, University of Washington, dissertation writing fellowship
Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai, research fellowship in Buddhist Studies
American Council of Learned Societies, New Faculty Fellowship (offered)

Office of Digital Humanities, National Endowment for the Humanities, research
grant to develop tools for the translation of Buddhist texts

Union of the German Academies of Sciences and Humanities, project “Buddhist
Manuscripts from Gandhara” (with Harry Falk and Jens-Uwe Hartmann)

The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation, Collaborative Research Grant in
Buddhist Studies, project “From Vijayapuri to Sriksetra? The Beginnings of
Buddhist Exchange across the Bay of Bengal as Witnessed by Inscriptions from
Andhra Pradesh and Myanmar” (with Arlo Griffiths, Ingo Strauch, Vincent
Tournier and Julian Wheatley)

Aming Tu Prize, Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts (with Andrew Glass)

Conference Presentations

2000

2002

Komparativ Sprogforskning pa Vej, Indo-Europeisk Selskab, Kgbenhavn (“Word
Order Stylistics of Dandin’s Dasakumaracarita”)

XIIIth Conference of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, Chula-
longkorn University, Bangkok (“A Gandharan Buddhist Text in Sanskrit: ABS
Fragment 6, BL Or. 14915.16”)



2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

12th World Sanskrit Conference, Helsingin Yliopisto, Helsinki (“New Methods
for Brahmi Palaeography”)

Komparativ Sprogforskning pa Vej II, Kgbenhavns Universitet (“Pali dattupafifiat-
ta og beslegtede emner”)

37th International Congress of Asian and North African Studies, Moscow (“The
Teachings of Kakuda Katyayana”)

29. Deutscher Orientalistentag, Halle (Saale) (“Studien zum Zahlwortsystem
der Gandhari”)

Asian Languages and Literature Graduate Student Colloquium, University of
Washington, Seattle (“Coins and the Reconstruction of Early Indian History”)

XIVth Conference of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, School

of Oriental and African Studies, London (“Gandhari Literary Texts on the Silk
Roads”)

Workshop on Buddhist Manuscripts, International Research Institute for Ad-
vanced Buddhology, Soka University, Tokyo (“A Gandharan Verse Commentary”)

216th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Seattle (“New Buddhist Dona-
tive Inscriptions from Fayaz-tepe”)

13th World Sanskrit Conference, University of Edinburgh (“An Inscribed Bud-
dhist Plaque from Merv”)

Conference on Issues of Comparative Religious Studies in Central Asia, Tashkent
(“A Buddhist Inscription from Ancient Merv”)

217th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, San Antonio (“A Buddhist
Verse Commentary in Gandhari”)

2nd International Conference on Issues of Comparative Religious Studies in
Central Asia, University of Washington, Seattle (“Early Written Sources for
Buddhism in Central Asia”)

30. Deutscher Orientalistentag, Freiburg im Breisgau (“Ein buddhistischer Vers-
kommentar auf Gandhari”)

Workshop in Manuscriptology, University of Copenhagen (“Gandharan Scrolls:
Rediscovering an Early Indian Manuscript Type”)

218th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Chicago (“Stages of Dependent
Origination: Sanskrit vartman, Pali vatta, Gandhari vatani and vata”)

Second International Sanskrit Computational Linguistics Symposium, Brown
University, Providence (“The Gandhari Dictionary Project: Lexicographic Inte-
gration and Corpus-Dictionary Interaction”)

XVth Congress of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, Emory
University, Atlanta (“Gandhari Verse Commentaries: Exegetical Technique and
Historical Connections”)



2009

2010

2011

2012

Gandhari Manuscript Workshop, University of Washington, Seattle (“Gandhari
Verse Commentaries: Overview, Readings and Discussion”)

Buddhism across Asia, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore (“Truth
and Scripture in Early Buddhism: Categorial Reduction as Exegetical Method
in Ancient Gandhara and Beyond”)

219th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Albuquerque (“Mastery and
Majesty: Pali visavita, Gandhari vrisavida, Buddhist Hybrid Sanskrit vrsabhita”)

14th World Sanskrit Conference, Kyoto University (“A Reliquary Miscellany:
New Readings and Interpretations of Kharosthi Inscriptions Related to Relic
Establishments”)

44th Annual South Asia Conference of the Pacific Northwest, University of
British Columbia, Vancouver (“One Thousand Buddhas from Gandhara: The
Bhadrakalpikastitra and Its Place in Gandhari Literature”)

220th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Saint Louis (“Nirvacana$astra
in Gandhara”)

Lecteurs et copistes dans les traditions manuscrites iraniennes, indiennes et
centrasiatiques, Université Sorbonne nouvelle Paris 3 (“The Production of
Manuscripts in Early Gandhara: Oral and Written Elements of Transmission”)

31. Deutscher Orientalistentag, Marburg (“Sprachliche Variation in den Gan-
dhari-Handschriften”)

Abhidharma Terminology Symposium, Mangalam Research Center for Buddhist
Languages (“Buddhist Lexicography and the Buddhist Translators’ Workbench”)

XVIth Congress of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, Dharma
Drum Buddhist College, Jinshan (“Gandhari and Sanskrit Scholasticism: Case
Studies from the Samgitisiitra and Verse Commentaries” and “The Dictionary of
Gandhari: Status Report and Technology”)

Digital Humanities Project Directors’ Meeting, National Endowment for the
Humanities, Washington (“The Buddhist Translators’ Workbench”)

Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, San Francisco (“Greek
Buddhists in Gandhara? Epigraphic Self-Representation and Literary Appropri-
ation”)

222nd Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Boston (“Struggling with the
Spheres: Interpretations of the Formless Attainments in the Buddhist Border-
lands™)

Texts and Beyond — New Issues from Buddhist Studies, University of Munich
(“Interpretations of the Four Meditations and Formless Attainments in Early
Gandharan Scholasticism”)

Merkmals and Mirages: Dating Old Tibetan Writing, University of Munich (“The
Paleography and Orthography of Emergent Writing Systems: A Comparison of
Kharosthi and Tibetan”)



2013

2014

Cross-Cultural Transmission of Buddhist Texts: Theories and Practices of Trans-
lation, Universitat Hamburg (“Found in Translation: Resolution of Linguistic
Ambiguity as Source of Doctrinal Innovation”)

Archaeology of the Southern Taklamakan: Hedin and Stein’s Legacy and New
Explorations, British Library, School of Oriental and African Studies and Xinjiang
Institute of Archaeology, London (“The Kharosthi Documents from Niya and
Their Contribution to Gandhari Studies”)

Seventh Biennial International Conference on Buddhist Texts: Critical Edi-
tion, Transliteration and Translation, Somaiya Vidyavihar, Mumbai (“Buddhist
Manuscripts from Gandhara: From Birch-Bark to Digital Editions”)

Advances in Digital Humanities for Buddhist Studies, Mangalam Research Center
for Buddhist Languages, Berkeley (“Gandhari.org — A Collaborative Research
Environment for Gandhari Language and Literature”)

223rd Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Portland (“Ancient Indian
Phonetics on the Ground: Evidence from Kharosthi Manuscripts and the Prati-
$akhyas™)

IVth International Gandhari Manuscript Workshop, University of Munich and
Bavarian Academy of Sciences and Humanities (“Two Gandhari Commentaries:
British Library Fragments 4 and 15”)

From Abhidhamma to Abhidharma: Early Buddhist Scholasticism in India,
Central Asia, and China, Ghent University and Dharma Drum Buddhist College
(“Buddhist Stages of Liberation in Early Gandharan Scholastic Literature”)

Maritime Trade and Cultural Exchanges in the Indian Ocean, Sigiriya (“Trading
Buddhist Texts between India, China and Sri Lanka”)

32. Deutscher Orientalistentag, Miinster (“A Gandhari Bhadrakalpikasttra from
Bamiyan”)

Humanities Studies in the Digital Age and the Role of Buddhist Studies, Univer-
sity of Tokyo (“Collaborative Research Tools for Gandhari and Sanskrit Buddhist
Manuscripts™)

224th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Phoenix (“Preliminaries to a
Grammar of Gandhari: Sound System and Morphological Categories”)

Rethinking the Greeks in Gandhara, University of Munich (“Greek, Indian,
Iranian, Local: Onomastic Strategies and Cultural Identity in Early Gandhara”)

2. Symposium des Zentrum historische Sprachwissenschaften, Miinchen (“Uber-
setzte Etymologien im Alt- und Mittelindischen”)

Akademienprojekte und ihre digitale Realisierung, Bavarian Academy of Sci-
ences and Humanities, Munich (“Buddhist Manuscripts from Gandhara”)

XVIIth Congress of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, University
of Vienna (“Manuscript Growth and Episodic Composition: Commentaries and
Avadanas in Early South Asia”)



2015

2016

2017

Digital Solutions in Classical Arabic Philology and Lexicography, University of
St Andrews (“The Dictionary of Gandhari: Lexicography in a Digital Research
Environment”)

225th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, New Orleans (“Peacock Arrows
and Haughty Grass: Limits of Meaning in a Gandhari Buddhist Commentary”)

Making of Museum Collections, with Special Reference to Gandhara, India
International Centre, Delhi (“The Catalog of Gandhari Texts: A Virtual Collection
of Written Artefacts”)

Akademientag “Alte Welt heute — Perspektiven und Gefdhrdungen,” Union of
the German Academies of Sciences and Humanities, Berlin (“Der Buddhismus
entdeckt die Schrift: Die Handschriften aus Gandhara”)

Kucha on the Silk Road: Art, Archaeology and Literature of the Buddhist Culture
in the Kingdom of Kucha, University of Munich (“Kharosthi Documents from
the Northern Silk Road”)

Akademie der Wissenschaften und der Literatur, Mainz (“Das Dictionary of
Gandhari und die virtuelle Forschungsumgebung READ”)

16th World Sanskrit Conference, Bangkok (“The Adoption of Writing for Sanskrit
Texts: Evidence from Early Buddhist Monasteries” and “The Dictionary of
Gandhari: Studies in Vernacular Buddhism and Sanskritization”)

Bimaran Workshop, Ancient India and Iran Trust, Cambridge (“How to Establish
and Rely on Chronology”)

Historische Semantik und Semantic Web, Heidelberger Akademie der Wis-
senschaften (“Bedeutungswandel und Ubersetzung: Die historische Semantik
buddhistischer Texte und das Dictionary of Gandhari”)

International Conference on Buddhist Manuscript Cultures, Princeton Univer-
sity (“Inventing the Pothi: Manuscript Formats and the Economy of Textual
Production in Early Buddhism”)

Digital Textualities in South Asia, University of British Columbia, Vancouver
(“Buddhist Manuscript Culture in the Digital Age: Gandhari.org and READ”)

226th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Boston (“A Gandhari Stotra in
Sardiilavikridita Meter”)

Conference on Sutra Transmission and Translation, Dunhuang (“Siitra Trans-
mission in Ancient Gandhara”)

Current Research into Buddhist Texts and Traditions, University of Munich
(“From Vijayapuri to Sriksetra: Early Inscriptions of Andhradesa”)

First Annual Buddhist Sutra Language and Scripts Conference, Hangzhou Bud-
dhist Academy (“Gandhara and the Silk Road: Manuscripts, Inscriptions and
the Early Spread of Buddhism to China”)

227th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Los Angeles (“Exegetical
Backgrounds for Gandhari Texts: Mind and Self in Early Buddhism and the
Upanisads™)



2018

Problems of Chronology in Gandharan Art, University of Oxford (“How Can
We Use Inscriptions to Help Us Date Gandharan Art?”)

Digitization of Gandharan Artefacts (DiGA): Objectives, Problems and Methods,
Ruhr-Universitdt Bochum (“Gandhari.org as a Resource for Gandharan Art
History”)

The Future of Digital Texts in South Asian Studies, Osterreichische Akademie
der Wissenschaften, Wien (“Documents, Databases and Networks: Scholarly
Work on Gandhari in the Digital Age”)

From Vijayapuri to Sriksetra? The Beginnings of Buddhist Exchange across
the Bay of Bengal, Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient, Pondicherry (“Donors
and Their Relatives in the Iksvaku Inscriptions: Survey and Analysis of the
Formulary”)

XVIIIth Congress of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, University
of Toronto (“Manuscripts from Gandhara and Gandhari Texts: Reflections on
the State of the Field”)

33. Deutscher Orientalistentag, Jena (“Die Erzahlung von der Brahmanin Dha-
nafjani in einem Verskommentar auf Gandhari” and “Das ,, Research Environ-
ment for Ancient Documents®: Ein Werkzeug fiir die digitale Handschriftenedi-
tion und Epigraphik”)

Rediscovering Gotama, Bangkok (“Rediscovering the Buddha’s Teachings in
Ancient Gandhara: Modern and Ancient Approaches”)

International Workshop on Buddhist Lexicography in the 21st Century, Pune
(“The Dictionary of Gandhari”)

The Geography of Gandharan Art, University of Oxford (“Place Names in Gan-
dhari Inscriptions”)

International Conference on Indian Contribution to Central Asian Art and
Culture, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, Delhi (“Early Buddhist Lit-
erature in Central Asia: Verse Siitras in Gandhari Commentaries and Manuscript
Fragments”)

Layers of Interpretation: Commentarial Practices throughout Buddhist Textual
Traditions, University of Munich (“At the Beginning of Buddhist Commentary
Writing: Gandhari Explanations of Early Buddhist Verses and the Samgitisiitra”)

17th World Sanskrit Conference, University of British Columbia, Vancouver
(“The Gandhari Arthapada in Commentaries and a New Manuscript™)

Hidden from the World, Preserved for Eternity? — Manuscripts’ Ends of Life,
University of Hamburg (“Overview of Gandharan Manuscript Culture”)

The Syntax of South, Southeast and Central Asian Colophons: A First Step
towards a Comparative and Historical Study of Manuscripts in the Pothi Format,
University of Hamburg (“Colophons and Related Phenomena in Manuscripts
and Inscriptions of the Indian Northwest”)



2019

2020

2021

2022

Environment, Religion & Culture: Research Methods and Perspectives on Pre-
colonial South Asia, Jadavpur University, Kolkata (“New Insights in Early
Buddhist Epigraphy”)

Challenging Stereotypes in Early Indian Buddhism, India International Centre,
Delhi (“Early Buddhist Literature in Pali and Gandhari”)

Political Poetics across Buddhist Traditions: Gandhara, Sri Lanka, and Tibet,
Stanford University (“The Politics and Literature of Gandharan Buddhism”)

Schmidt’s Lolanisch Hypothesis, Leiden University (“The Biscript Anaparaddha-
stotra Fragment”)

Il re ellenistico e il saggio indiano: Il Milindapaiiha e il suo contesto, Universita
di Bologna (“The Milindapanha as a Literary Production of India and Gandhara”)

Beijing Forum 2019 (“Gandhari and Kharosthi on the Silk Roads”)

Hu-Manuscripts and the Ancient Civil Tradition, Peking University, Beijing
(“The Biscript Anaparaddhastotra Fragment”)

Gilgit — A Jewel in the Crown of India, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Delhi (“Buddhist
Manuscript Culture in Gandhara, Bamiyan and Gilgit: Contrast and Continuity”)

231st Meeting of the American Oriental Society (“Ksudraka and Samyukta
in Ancient Gandhara: The Evidence of British Library Kharosthi Fragment 4”
and panel “Steps in the Decipherment of the ‘Formal Kharosthi’ Corpus from
Kucha”)

Forms of Manuscripts and Their Description: ‘Rolled Up Manuscripts, University
of Hamburg (“Gandharan Birchbark Scrolls™)

Future Philology: Digitization and Beyond, University of Oxford (“Gandhari.org
and READ: Digital Philology for Gandhari and Beyond”)

Buddhism and Language, University of Munich (“Whatever Happened to Gan-
dhari? Prakrit, Sanskrit and the “Gandhari Orthography”)

Kucha and Beyond: Divine and Human Landscapes from Central Asia to the
Himalayas, Leipzig (“Three New Documents from Ancient Niya”)

DiGA Kickoff Event, Ruhr-Universitdt Bochum (“Gandhari.org — A Corpus and
Research Environment for Inscribed Gandharan Artefacts”)

Buddhism in Pakistan: History, Archaeology, Art and Architecture, Islamabad
(“Buddhist Manuscripts from Ancient Gandhara: A Survey and Sample”)

232nd Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Boston (“The Dharmarajika
Vase from Butkara and the Role of Eye Copies in Kharosthi Epigraphy”)

Fourth Conference of the Hellenic Central Asia Research Network, Albert-
Ludwigs-Universitat Freiburg (“Whose Manuscripts are They Anyway? Some
Thoughts and Questions on the Handling of Cultural Heritage”)

19th Congress of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, Seoul Na-
tional University (“Praising the Buddha: Two Gandhari Stotra Manuscripts”)
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2023

2024

2025

34. Deutscher Orientalistentag, Freie Universitat Berlin (“Ein buddhistischer
Katechismus auf Gandhari”)

Centenaire de la D.A.F.A., Université de Strasbourg (“The Samgitisiitra at Had-
da(?) and Bamiyan: Dharmaguptaka and Sarvastivada Interpretations”)

“Thus Have I Heard”: Patterns and Logics in Buddhist Narrative Literature,
Peking University (“Praise as Narrative: Representations of the Buddha in
Gandhari Stotras and Epithets™)

233nd Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Los Angeles (“Commendable
Qualities of Buddhas and Monks: *prasamsyasthana in a Gandhari Manuscript”
and, with Adam Benkato and Diego Loukota, “The State of the Field of the Lexi-
cography of Inner Asian Languages: Gandhari, Sogdian, Khotanese, Tocharian”)

Towards a Comprehensive Middle Persian Dictionary, Universitit zu Kéln (“The
Dictionary of Gandhari: Corpus, Lemmatization and Description”)

Wine Culture: Gandharan Crossroads, Universita Ca’ Foscari Venezia (“Wine in
the Gandhari Epigraphic Record”)

Cambridge Workshop on Buddhist Texts and Manuscripts from Dunhuang and
Beyond, University of Cambridge (“The Arthapada in Gandhara, Central Asia,
and China”)

Computer Vision and Natural Language Processing — Challenges in the Humani-
ties, Universitdt Hamburg (“READ: Computer Vision and Kharosthi Paleogra-

phy”)

MCML Meets Humanities, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitdt Miinchen (“Rise
of the Machines? Twenty-Five Years of Technology in Gandhari Manuscript
Studies”)

Preservation and Revitalization of Cultural Heritage in Central Asia, Kyoto
University (“Gandhari Documents from South and Central Asia: New Discoveries
and Research”)

Materiality and Practice in Buddhism: Gandhara and Beyond, University of
Toronto (“Material Relics: Substance and Essence in Gandharan Relic Containers
and Inscriptions”)

234th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Chicago (“A Gandhari Stotra
in Arya Meter”)

History of Science and Philosophy in Premodern India, University of Alberta,
Edmonton (“Whatever Happened to Gandhari? Prakrit, Sanskrit, and the “Gan-
dhari Orthography””)

Dynamics of Tradition Building in Asian Buddhism(s), University of Munich
(“Buddhist Schools in Gandharan Inscriptions and Manuscripts™)

Workshop on Buddhist Inscriptions and Manuscripts from India, Gandhara, and
Central Asia, University of Munich (“Recent Epigraphic Discoveries at Barikot
and Butkara”)



2026

235th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Boston (“Inscribed Buddhist
Verses in Swat: Abbasahebchina and Shakorai”)

Gandhara’s Legacy: a Pilgrimage through Time, School of Architecture, Univer-
sity of Lahore (“Gandharan Texts in Context: Manuscripts, Inscriptions, and
Their Environments through Time”)

Gandhara in Context: Art, Archaology & Cultural Expressions, Lahore Museum
(“Gandharan Texts in Context: Manuscripts, Inscriptions, and Archeology”)

20th Congress of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, Univer-
sitit Leipzig (“An Overview of Gandhari Manuscripts and Inscriptions in the
Rattanasuk Collection”)

35. Deutscher Orientalistentag, Friedrich-Alexander-Universitédt Erlangen-Niirn-
berg (“Die Brahmi-Schriftrolle der Londoner Kharosthi-Sammlung”)

28th European Conference on South Asian Studies, Ruprecht-Karls-Universitit
Heidelberg (“Found Manuscripts, Disappearing Texts: Gandhari Dharmapadas
and Arthapadas”)

Speaking Stones: Reinvestigating ASokan Sites and Records, University of
Calcutta (“ASoka and Gandhara”)

236th Meeting of the American Society for Premodern Asia, Los Angeles (“Five
New Documents from Niya and Their Contexts™)

3rd International Conference on the Buddhist Heritage of Pakistan, Quaid-i-
Azam University, Islamabad (“Buddhist Schools in Ancient Gandhara: Evidence
from Manuscripts and Inscriptions”)

Between Dharma and Abhidharma in Gandhara, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universi-
tat Miinchen (“A Gandhari Catechism with Reference to the Ciilavedallasutta”)

27th International Conference of the European Association for South Asian
Archaeology and Art, Universiteit Gent (“An Inscribed Gandharan Stele in the
Peshawar Museum”)

Invited Guest Lectures

2000

2002
2003
2004
2005
2008

2010

Institutionen for jamforande sprakforskning med sanskrit, Goteborgs Universitet
(“Vedic Dialects”)

Danish Ministry of Education, Amtscenter Vejle (“Buddhist Religious Art”)
Asien-Institut, Kgbenhavns Universitet (“Early Buddhist Manuscripts”)
Asien-Institut, Kesbenhavns Universitet (“Lexical Problems in Pali”)
Centralasiatisk Selskab, Ksbenhavn (“Buddhist Culture in Ancient Central Asia”)

Department of Sanskrit and Indian Studies, Harvard University (“Ancient Manu-
scripts from Gandhara: Their Place in Indian Literature and Language History”)

Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto University (“Birch-Bark Scrolls and
Precious Metals: Writing Buddhism in Ancient Gandhara”)
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2011

2012

2013

2015

2016

2017

Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, University of Tokyo (“Gandhari Buddhist
Commentaries: Their Exegetical Technique and Relationship to Pali and Sanskrit
Buddhist Literature™)

Center for Buddhist Studies, University of California, Berkeley (“Relic Worship
in Gandhara: Nested Boxes, Royal Donors and the Use of Scripture”)

Ho Center for Buddhist Studies, Stanford University (“Gandhari Manuscripts:
The Discovery of Writing in Ancient South Asia”)

Institute for Indian and Tibetan Studies, University of Munich (“Buddhismus
und Schriftlichkeit”)

Section de langues et civilisations orientales, Université de Lausanne (“From
Greater Magadha to the Buddhist Cosmopolis: Discoveries in the Literature of
Ancient Gandhara”)

Department of South Asian Languages and Civilizations, University of Chicago
(“The Emergence of Sanskrit as a Classical Language: New Evidence for the
Role of Ancient Gandhara”)

Circle of Tibetan and Himalayan Studies, SOAS, University of London (“Kharos-
thi and Tibetan: Two Scribal Traditions and a Hidden Connection”)

Centrum fiir religionswissenschaftliche Studien, Ruhr-Universitidt Bochum
(“Spreading Buddhism by Land and Sea: New Evidence for the Role of Ancient
Gandhara”)

Karl Jaspers Zentrum fiir transkulturelle Forschung, Ruprecht-Karls-Universi-
tat Heidelberg (“Buddhist Manuscripts from Gandhara: New Light on Early
Buddhist Literature and History”)

India International Centre, Delhi (“Gandhara and the Silk Road: Daily Life and
Buddhist Practice in the Niya Oasis™)

Oslo Buddhist Studies Forum, Universitetet i Oslo (“Buddhism on the Silk Road:
The View from Cadota”)

Master in Digital Humanities, Universita Ca’ Foscari Venezia (“The Research
Environment for Ancient Documents: Digital Editions, Paleography and Epigra-

phy”)

Ecole pratique des hautes études, Paris (“The Research Environment for Ancient
Documents: Digital Epigraphy, Paleography and Editions”)

Asia Beyond Boundaries, SOAS, University of London (“The Research Envi-
ronment for Ancient Documents: Digital Editions, Paleography and EpiDoc
Integration”)

East Asian Studies Department, Tel Aviv University (“The Buddha and His
Exegetes in Ancient Gandhara: Deciphering the Earliest Buddhist Manuscripts”)

The Courtauld Institute of Art, London (“Writing Culture from Gandhara to
Gupta: Manuscripts, Inscriptions and Art”)
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2019

2020

2021

2021

2022

2023

2024

Lingyin Lecture, Oriental Institute, University of Oxford (“Mapping the Bud-
dha’s Teaching in Early Gandhara: Commentaries on Buddhist Verses and the
Samgitisutra”)

Dharma Realm Buddhist University, Ukiah (“Ancient Buddhist Manuscripts from
Gandhara: An Introduction”)

Khyentse Lecture, Budapest Centre for Buddhist Studies, E6tvos Lorand Univer-
sity, Budapest (“Ancient Buddhist Manuscripts from Gandhara: An Introduction
to Their Discovery and Study”)

Department of Religious Studies, Yale University (“The Brahman’s Wife and the
Roaming Mind: Buddhist Responses to Brahmanism in a Gandhari Commentary
and Its Parallels”)

Asien-Orient-Institut, Eberhard-Karls-Universitdt Tiibingen (“Buddhistische
Handschriften aus Gandhara: Ein frither Samgitistitra-Kommentar und die Sans-
kritisierung der buddhistischen Scholastik”)

Dipartimento di Studi sull’Asia e sull’Africa Mediterranea, Universita Ca’ Fo-
scari Venezia (“Classicism in Gandhara: Hellenistic and Indian Influences in
Epigraphy and Manuscripts™)

Instytut Kultur Srédziemnomorskich i Orientalnych Polskiej Akademii Nauk
(“Buddhist Manuscripts from Gandhara: The Word of the Buddha and His
Commentators”)

Institute for Indian and Tibetan Studies, University of Munich (“Wie entziffert
man eine buddhistische Handschrift?”)

DIRI Buddhist Academy (“Buddhist Inscriptions from Ancient Gandhara: A
Window on Faith, Ritual and Patronage”)

Centre for Asian and Transcultural Studies, Ruprecht-Karls-Universitit Heidel-
berg (“The Research Environent for Ancient Documents: A Digital Toolbox for
Editing Indic Texts”)

Aming Tu Prize Award Ceremony, Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts, New
Taipei City (“Gandhari.org — A Research Environment for Gandhari Buddhist
Texts and Beyond”)

Institute for Indian and Tibetan Studies, University of Munich (“Zwei Dhar-
marajika-Inschriften aus Butkara”)

Center for Buddhist Studies, University of California, Los Angeles (“Buddhist
Manuscripts from Gandhara: Birch Bark, Brahmans, Bits and Bytes”)

Dipartimento di Studi sull’Asia e sull’Africa Mediterranea, Universita Ca’ Foscari
Venezia (“Introduction to Gandhari Inscriptions: Buddhism and Society in
Ancient Gandhara and Beyond”)

Keynote, 2nd International Conference and Art Festival on the Buddhist Her-
itage of Pakistan, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad (“Buddhist Inscriptions,
Manuscripts, and the Archeology of Pakistan”)
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2025

Research Center for Buddhist Texts and Arts, Peking University, Beijing (“Gan-
dhari Manuscripts, Inscriptions, and Language: Introduction and History of
Research” and “Gandhari Exegetical Texts: The Verse Commentaries and Sam-
gitisiitra Commentary”)

Kuaijishan Institute for the Advanced Study of Buddhism (“Buddhism in Ancient
Gandhara: Monasteries, Manuscripts, and Inscriptions”)

Buddhist Resource and Research Center, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou (“Gan-
dhari Manuscripts, Inscriptions, and Language: An Introduction”)

Harvard Buddhist Studies Forum, Harvard University (“The Word of the Buddha
in Ancient Gandhara: Evidence from Manuscripts and Inscriptions™)

Taxila Institute of Asian Civilizations, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad
(“Seminar on Paleographic Research in Pakistan”)

Universita degli Studi di Napoli “L’Orientale” (“Gandhari, Central Asia, China:
The Transmission of a Buddhist and Administrative Scribal Culture” and “Gan-
dharan Manuscripts and Inscriptions: Problems of Text and Context”)

Dipartimento di Studi sull’Asia e sull’Africa Mediterranea, Universita Ca’ Foscari
Venezia (“Gandharan Manuscripts and Inscriptions: An Introduction”)

Heidelberger Centrum fiir transkulturelle Studien, Universitdt Heidelberg (“Text
and Context in the Study of Gandharan Buddhism: Manuscripts, Inscriptions,
Archeology”)

Ghent Centre for Buddhist Studies and Ghent Centre for South Asian Studies,
Universiteit Gent (“Gandhari Manuscripts and Inscriptions: Maintaining and
Analyzing a Comprehensive Corpus”)

Golden Jubilee Lecture Series, Epigraphical Society of India (“Kharosthi Inscrip-
tions and Manuscripts: New Discoveries and Insights from a Comprehensive
Digital Corpus”)

Celebration of the 70th Anniversary of the Italian Archaeological Mission in
Pakistan, Saidu Sharif (“Epigraphical Discoveries and Studies of the Italian
Archaeological Mission in Pakistan (1955-2025)")

Professor B. N. Mukherjee Memorial Lecture, 50th Annual / Golden Jubilee
Session of the Epigraphical Society of India, Kolkata (“Recent Discoveries and
Studies of Kharosthi Inscriptions and Manuscripts”)

Department of Religion and Theology, University of Bristol (“Gandharan Bud-
dhist Manuscripts and Inscriptions: Recent Discoveries and Field Work”)

CAMLab, Harvard University (“Gandharan Sites, Objects, and Inscriptions:
Epigraphy in the Digital Age”)

Five College Buddhist Studies Faculty Seminar, Smith College (“Inscribed Dhar-
mapadas in Ancient Gandhara: A New Discovery”)
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2026

South Asian Linguistics Meeting Series: Buddhist Philology and Linguistics
across India and China, Dipartimento di Studi sull’Asia e sull’Africa Mediterranea,
Universita Ca’ Foscari Venezia (“The Gandhari Language: Sources, Structure,
and History”)

Le vie dello Swat: 70° anniversario della Missione Archeologica Italiana in
Pakistan, ISMEO / Ca’ Foscari, Castel Madama (“Epigraphical Discoveries in
Swat: Texts, Contexts, and Studies™)

Department of Ancient Indian History and Culture, University of Calcutta
(“Workshop on Kharosthi Inscriptions of Piyadasi alias ASoka”)

Miinzkabinett und Antikensammlung der Stadt Winterthur (“Coin Lexicography:
Legends in Context”)

Keynote, 3rd International Conference on the Buddhist Heritage of Pakistan,
Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad (“Object, Text, and Context: Foundations
for Our Knowledge of Gandharan Buddhism”)

Teaching Experience

2000

2000-2002

2001

2003-2010

2005

2010-2012

2011
2011

2012-

Introduction to Indian Language History, Institut for almen og anvendt Sprogvi-
denskab, Kgbenhavns Universitet

Sanskrit I-III, Introduction to Indian Studies, and Indian History, Asien-Institut,
Kgbenhavns Universitet

excursion to the Museum fiir Indische Kunst and the Institut fiir Indische Philo-
logie und Kunstgeschichte in Berlin

Introduction to Sanskrit (Sanskrit 303), Intermediate Sanskrit (Sanskrit 401),
Advanced Sanskrit (Sanskrit 412), Seminar on Sanskrit Literature (Sanskrit
550), and Introduction to Gandhari Language and Literature, Department of
Asian Languages and Literature, University of Washington

lecture on Buddhism in Uzbekistan, Asian Languages and Literature Department
Colloquium, University of Washington, Seattle

colloquium on the date of the historical Buddha, Department of Asian Languages
and Literature, University of Washington, Seattle

Introduction to the Study of Buddhism (Buddhist Studies C50), Religion in Early
India (South Asian C127), Topics in the Study of Buddhism (Buddhist Studies
190), Middle Indic and Pali (Sanskrit 206), and Readings in Indian Buddhist
Texts (South Asian C215), Department of South and Southeast Asian Studies
and Group in Buddhist Studies, University of California, Berkeley

excursion to the Asian Art Museum in San Francisco

Readings in Gandhari Buddhist Literature, Sixth Leiden Summer School in
Languages and Linguistics, Leiden University

Sanskrit, Prakrit and classical South Asian culture, Institute for Indian and
Tibetan Studies, University of Munich
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2019

2022

2025

Gandhari Language and Literature, Summer School in Languages and Linguistics,
Leiden University

Kharosthi Epigraphy Course, Summer School “A Multilingual Philology of Na-
ture: Reading Eco-Cultural Landscapes across the Hindukush-Karakoram,” Uni-
versita Ca’ Foscari Venezia

Gandharan Manuscripts and Inscriptions, Kharosthi Script and Gandhari Lan-
guage, Woodenfish-WAKSAW International Seminar on Gandhara Buddhism,
Pakistan

Asoka and the Gandhari language, “Tradurre I'India: Itinerari linguistici, lette-
rari e religiosi nelle varieta del Medio Indiano,” Universita di Bologna

Pali and Gandhari, Humboldt Summer School of Indo-European “Middle Indic
and Middle Iranian,” Humboldt-Universitit zu Berlin

Service and Advising

2005-2007
2007-2009

2008

2008-
2009

2011-2012

2012-
2013

2013-

2014

2014-

2014-2021

2014-2016

Graduate and Professional Student Senate, University of Washington

Digital Humanities task force, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Wash-
ington

organizing committee, Gandhari Manuscript Workshop, University of Washing-
ton

editor and administrator, Gandhari.org website

program committee, Third International Symposium on Sanskrit Computational
Linguistics, University of Hyderabad

M.A. committee for Sean Kerr (“Edition and study of the Nibbanavagga of
Anuruddha’s Paramatthavinicchaya”)

governing committee, Indology discussion forum

organizer, Advances in Digital Humanities for Buddhist Studies, Mangalam
Research Center for Buddhist Languages, Berkeley

organizer, IVth International Gandhari Manuscript Workshop, University of
Munich and Bavarian Academy of Sciences and Humanities

academic lead, Research Environment for Ancient Documents (READ) software
development project

M.A. advisor for Eva-Maria Schinzel (“The Kadambarasvikaranastitra with
Commentary and the Kadambarasvikaranakarika: Two Indian Treatises on
Erotics”)

epigraphist for the Italian Archaeological Mission in Pakistan

Ph.D. committee for Seongho Choi (“The Buddhist Terms of Name Set (namaka-
ya), Phrase Set (padakdaya) and Phoneme Set (vyafijanakaya)”)

steering committee (Leitungsgremium), Department of Asian Studies, University
of Munich
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2015-2022

2015-2025
2017-

2018-2020

2018-2023

2019

2019-2023

2021-2026

2022 —

2022-24

2023-24

2024

2024-

Ph.D. committee for Gleb Sharygin (“Mayajala-Siitra — A Unique Text of the
Gilgit Dirghagama: A Critical Edition, Translation and Study”)

co-editor, Gandharan Buddhist Texts series, University of Washington Press

Ph.D. committee for Yunyao Zhai (“Dharmaraksa’s Chinese Translation of the
Bhadrakalpikasiitra”)

Board of Advisers, Buddhist Digital Resource Center
Editorial Board, BDRC Occasional Papers in Buddhist Studies

Ph.D. committee for Francesco Barchi (“Passive Constructions in Chinese Bud-
dhist Translations”)

Ph.D. committee for Hélene de Brux (“Narrative Aspects of Conversion in Early
Indian Buddhism — A Typological Approach”)

program committee, 6th International Sanskrit Computational Linguistics Sym-
posium, Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur

organizer, Gandhari Manuscript Workshop, Université de Lausanne

Ph.D. committee for Kelsey Martini (“Early Indian Administrative Documents
(ca. 2nd c. BCE - 3rd c. CE): Problematic Ancient Inscriptions in Light of Book
Two of the Kautilya Arthasastra”)

Ph.D. committee for Kittipong Vongagsorn (“Defining the Buddha’s Words: The
Use of Semantic Etymology (nibbacana) in Pali Literature”)

Ph.D. committee for Yiren Zhang (“A Study on Zhi Qian’s Translations of Ma-
dhyamagama Siitras and the Dharmapada in Light of Their Parallels”)

steering committee (Leitungsgremium), Department of Asian Studies, University
of Munich

M.A. advisor for Nadine Kiinne (“Die Lehre vom Entstehen in Abhéngigkeit in
Sanskrit, Pali und den Gandhari-Handschriften: Was ist das Verhéltnis zwischen
Entstehen in Abhéngigkeit (pratityasamutpada), den Schilfbiindeln (nadakalapin)
und den Nahrungen (ahara)?”)

Ph.D. committee for Niels Schoubben, Universiteit Leiden (“Traces of Language
Contact in Niya Prakrit: Bactrian and Other Foreign Elements”)

Inner Asia Sectional Chair, American Oriental Society

Corresponding Member, International Association for Mediterranean and Ori-
ental Studies

steering committee (Vorstand), Zentrum historische Sprachwissenschaften, Uni-
versity of Munich and Bavarian Academy of Sciences and Humanities

Ph.D. committee for Dhammawasa Upulvehere (“An Edition and Annotated
Translation of Buddhaghosa’s Commentary to the Kaccayanagottasutta”)

Ph.D. committee for Fu Fan (“Religious Diversity under the Satavahana: Tracing
Evidence Relevant to Non-Buddhist Traditions”)
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2025

2025-

2026

organizer, Workshop on Buddhist Inscriptions and Manuscripts from India,
Gandhara, and Central Asia, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitdt Miinchen

advisory board and honorary research fellow, Uddiyana Study Centre, Taxila
Institute of Asian Civilizations, Quaid-i-Azam University

speaker (Sprecher), Zentrum historische Sprachwissenschaften, University of
Munich and Bavarian Academy of Sciences and Humanities

speaker (Sprecher), Sektion Indologie und Siidasienstudien, Deutsche Morgen-
landische Gesellschaft

editor, Buddhist Manuscripts from Gandhara series, Heidelberg Asian Studies
Publishing

organizer, Between Dharma and Abhidharma in Gandhara workshop, Ludwig-
Maximilians-Universitdt Miinchen
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